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to do so, and sent him 500,000 gold mohurs to distribute
in charity. The emperor accepted the money, worshipped
at the saint's shrine until his army had occupied a number
of strategic points, and then repaid Abu Hussein's gift by
marching with all speed on his capital. His pretext was
the balance of the tribute which Abu Hussein still owed.
The unhappy king did his best to avert disaster by raising
in his city a forced loan. The amount so collected still fell
short of his debt to the imperial exchequer. He implored
the emperor's envoy, Sadat Khan, to intercede for him, and
stripping himself and his wives of their jewels bogged
Sadat Khan to send them to Aurangzib. The envoy did so;
and the emperor's debt having been paid in full, ho was
forced to invent a new pretext for his continued aggression.
He wrote a long letter of reproach* to Abu Hussein in
which he repeated his charge of alliance with infidels and
added to it charges of drunkenness, debauchery and injustice*
To none of Aurangzib's warnings had Abu Hussein paid
heed. "In the insolence of intoxication and worthle&snc&s,"
wrote the emperor, "you have had no regard for the infamy
of your deeds and you have displayed no hope of salvation
either in this world or the next". After reading this
hypocritical missive, Abu Hussein's spirit rose to the same
height as in the campaign of 1677, when ho defeated the
combined armies of Delhi and Bijapur. He withdrew info
the fort of Golconda, and fortifying it with fill speed and
care sent fifty thousand men to delay as* long as possible
the emperor's advance. But Ibrahim Khan, whoso treachery
had in the last war proved fatal to his master, commanded
the Moghul vanguard. A traitor himself, ho succeeded in
corrupting many of the Musulman officers in the army
opposed to him. Nevertheless, Abdur Raszak, the Kutb
Shahi commander-in-chiof, delayed the investment until
the end of January, 1687, and then withdrew into the
fortress to join the garrison, The emperor tried to take
it by a sudden assault, But the leader of the
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